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' - PuBLISHeR of. the TRANSLATION 


" TO THE 


READER. 


HS Wiſdom that's from 

| above is firſt Pure, then 

| Peaceable : How t.r the Chit 
ſtian World 1s ar this day 
from theſe divin. Q-: -al11es 1s 
bur too viſible, \v.e2 have fo 
transform'd t '& Ciiriſtian Doe 
Citrine by chear Gloiſes, as 1t 
is now hardly to be found as 
mong them in its Truth and 
B Simpli- 


JMI 


"To the Reader. 


Simplicity. The DoCQtrine of | 
Teſus Chriſt, as it is deliver'd | 
unto us by his Apoſtles, is : 


Not now to be conlidered as 
the Standard of Chriſtianity, 
fo much as the Shorter and 
Larger Catechiſms, the Weſt- 
minſter Confeſſion, the Trent 
Creed aud Canons, NC. In de- 
fence of which, Men relin- 
- quiſh and rejet the true Spi- 


Tit and Eſſznce of Chriſtiani- 


ty, the Love of God, and 
. their Neighbours; and frame 


_ ztothemſelves ſuch a DoQtrine 


as will flatter-their corrupt 
Nature, and foſter their Pride 
and Envy. In ſome Nations 
.At has been the great Idol of 
diflcring Families and Tribes, 

.tO 
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To the Reader. 


{'to keep up their Fends and 
' Enmities among themſelves, 
| and to proſecute them-to'the 


laſt Extremities in the mutual 
deſtruction of one another : 
Such a bloody and irreconci- 
lable Diſpoſition, tho' it has 
been juſtly efteem'd 'Barba- 
rous in them, is yet look'd 
upon to be a gracious and a 
holy Zeal in the ſeveral 


7 Tribes and Parties of 'Chri- 


ſtians, every -one contending 


, ſo earncfily, and diſputing 
"with fuch Heat and 'Con- 


; 


* 0 % 


cern, that they may main- 
tain their own S:& and 
Scetr of Opinions in oppoſition 
:to all others. And the Gene- 
rality oi the ReſpeQive Spi- 

B 2 ritual 
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To the Reader. 
41tual Heads and Guides, are ' 
{0 far from doing their Duty 
in reſtraining theſe Barbari- 
ties, as they will not hear of | 
any Principles or' Propoſals | 
that may tend this way, but 
1f any thing be offered that 
may contribute to {weeten 
the Minds of Men toward one 
another, they make it their 
Buſineſs to treat the Propoſers , 


as common Enemies, and to 


oive ſuch Charatters both of I 
them, and of their Senti- |: 
ments, as may lead the Peo- *! 
ple to abhor them. + 
The prejudices which the EC 
falſe Repreſentations of Re- 
Ugion do to the true Intereſt |," 
thereof, and to the Souls of '*: 


Men, 


I 
s 
t 
V 


or 
ive 


LIMI 


To the Reader, 
' Men, are innumerable : and 
how hurttul they are to So- 
.: cieties and Commonwealths, 
the prefent as well as-former 
Ages is a ſufficient Evidence z 
the Factions in the State can- 
never find fitter Tcols for- 
carrying on their Deſigns; 
than . thoſe of the Church ; 
who are ready to ſacrifice 
both the Liberties and Wealth 
Of their Country, with the: 
” Life of Religion it ſelf, to the 
little Intereſts. of their Par-- 
| ties: ſoas we are all concern- 
ed both as we are Men, and 
"as we are Chriſtians: in this 
\ pur Day to know the things: 
that belong to our Peace, be- 


ore they be hid from our: 
5 ives. 2 The. 


ER 9s BK. A. Ds 


LIMI 


To the Reader. 


The following Diſcourſe 
was originally intended by 
the Author to form in- the 
Minds of : thoſe Youth, whom 
he was to train up in Theolo- 
ical Studies, ſuch juſt and 
adequate Notions of Relig1- 
on in all its parts, as might 
raiſe their Concern for thoſe 
things 1n 1t thatare abſolute- 
iy Neceſſary and Eſſential; 
and preſerve them from af 
blind, ungovernable, and fu- E 
rious Zeal for thoſe other. V 
things, which are either + 
merely circumſtantial, or at © 
leaſt not neceſlary, nor of the 
Eſſence thereof,altho? they are Þ 
now become the Piltar and 
Ground of moſt, if not of = 

Thc 
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To'the Reader. 


' the unhappy and unaccount- 


able Contentions that are a- 
broad in the Chriſtian world: 


* And a written Copy thereof 
. falling into the hands of ſome 


Perſons,. for whoſe Judge- 
ment the Author has a Great 
Eſteem, they obtain'd his 


| Permiſſion to make it publick: 


Seeing ſome Perſons have 
been ready ſince the Publica- 
tion thereof, to give ill Im- 
prefſions of it, unto thoſe 
who do not underſtand the 
Latin Tongue, it has been 
thought fit to publiſh it 16» 
Exgliſh, that ſuch might pers 


.- Uſe it with their own, and 


1d 
Wi 


{F 


not with other Men's Eyes. 


B..4 The-: 


UMI 


To the Reader. 

The few Enlargements that 
have been made in this Tran: 
ſlation are plac'd :between 
Crotchets{ ] ſo that they 
will be eaſily. diſeern'd by 
the Reader- That this Dif: 
courle may. by. the Bleſſing 
of God, contribute to - lead 
Men to the true-Knowledge 
and Love of God, - in Chriit 
Jeſus, and to- mutual Peace 
and Charity, with one ano- 
ther, 1s the earneſt Prayer « 
both of the Author and Pu- 


bliſher. 


UMI 


1 HE 
Publiſher of the Original in 


LL M3 4 
READER 


Chriflian Reader, 
* Here be many who 
have written of ab- 
ſolute Theol, 2y, and that 
= © liccle purpoſe, 
but . 1 have never hereta- 
fore mer with any who 
Bg have 


[ at } IE... at AE... + 4. ae: 


To the Reader. 


bave treated of Compara 
tirve Theologve... 

When by chance [I 
happen'd firlt to. read this 
Diſcourſe, it did appear 
to. me fo Fxcellent, the 
Subject ſo Neceſſary, and 
treated withal in that 
Saving Way which 1s not 
common,. that I thought 
the:making of ic publick, 
would be a good Office 
dane: to all, who aſpire 
aſter ſolid Knowledge in 
Griſtianity and Divine 
things. | 

Tt 


Do the Reader. 

If youdefire to know. 
the Author, the Differ- 
cation it ſelf does plainly. 
ſhew, that he has for 
ſome time been the In- 
ftructor of Students in - 
Theology in ſome Uni- 
verſity : To know more - 
of him, 1s not neceflary, 
it may be, not expedient,-. 
while there are ſuch Heats - 
among the ſeyeral 'Par- 
ties of Chriſtians. In the 
mean time, tt: were to be - 
wilh'd, that - thoſe - who: 
haye. the Charge of o-. 
thers - 


To the Reader. 
thers- to-inſtruQt them in. 
divine things, would ſea- 
ſon.. them with. the- like 
Doctrine; then ſhould we 
fee Chriſtian Churches 
and Common: Wealths., 
and eyery private Perſon 


alſo. grow. and adyance. | 


daily in all Good, and'in 
Peace and: Fayour .with 
God and - Man © which 
may. our .infinicely ;good _ | 
God'grant, to whom be 
Glory. for ever. Amen. 


— —— i  - 
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A 


DISCOURSE 


Concerning - 


CoMPARATIVE THEOLOGY; 


: [ The Introduttion. The ground. 

' of the Diſtindion of Theor 
logie into Abſolute and Coms- 
parative- Both axe deſcrib'd. 
Inconvenieacies ariſing from 
the Ignorance. of Comparar 
tive T heologie. The Heads 
of the. following Diſcourſe. 


9. I- Ltho* ' all the 

A Parts of the 

Chriſtian Religion do agree 
in . 


'WIYK! 


C2) 

in this, that they are 
revealed and enjoind by 
God; and alſo, that they are 
direCted to the Glory of God, 
and the Salvation of Ven ; 
yet they are not all of the 
ſameWeight and Importance: 
but being weigh'd in the Bal- 
lance of a Sound Judgment, 
{ome of them are found to be 
more weighty than others. 
The Prophets tell us,: that 
Mercy, the Kzzowledge of God, 
and Obedience to his... Come. 
mands, are more acceptable 
to him than Sacrifices and 
Burnt-Offerings, 1 Sam» 15, 
22, Hol. 6, 6. and our bleſſed 
Lord calls Tudement, Mercy 
«od Truth, .compard with 

Tythes 


LT HAAL 


w OY o 


So on wow,., Qt OD « | 


IMI 


$4 
Tythes of Mint, Cummin and 
Aniſe, Te 8xgvreeg. Ts vous, the 
more weighty things of the Law. 
Matth. 23, 23. From this 
Conſideration there ariſcth a 
Diſtinction or Diviſion of 
that Skill, Knowledge and Un- 
derſtanding which 15 conver=: 
ſant about Religion, and 
which is commonly callid 
Theologie, or Divinity, 1nto 
Abſolute, and Reſpettive or 
Comparative. Abſolute Theo- 


' Jogie, or that Knowledge of 


Religion which: I call abſos- - 
lute, conſiders its Objeft only 
as revealed and enjoined, or 
inſtituted. by God, and its. 
buſineſs. is. to find out thoſe 
things which are propoſed to 

Us. 


(4) 

us inthe Scriptures to be ber 
liev'd or pra&is'd, and to dil- 
cern and diſtinguiſh them 
from all others. . Again, Com 
parative Iheologie, or the re» 
ſpective Knowledge of Re- 
ligion ponders the weight or 
importance, and obſerves the 
Order, Reſpett and Relation 
of things belonging to Reli- 
£10n ;. whether they be potnts 
of Doctrine, or Precepts, - or 
ſacred Rites, and teaches to 
diſtiugviſh and put a differ= 
ence between the. Acceſſories 
of Religion, and the Prixc:- 
pals; the Circumſtantials and 
Subſtantials; the Means and 
their Exds.. 


WI.Y, 


'V yer 8* 


ff 

$ 2. In a preliminary Dit- 
courſe to ourDivinityLectures- 
of the laſt Year, ſpeaking of 
theDifferences about theChri- 
ſt1an Religion, that are in the. 
Chriſtian Church, I touch'd 
this "Diſtinction by the by; 
and among, the proper Re- 
medies of this Evil, I men- 
tion'd the Doctrine of Cams 


parative Theologie. And 1n+- 


LIMA 


deed the oftner I refle&t up- 
on, and the more narrowly. 
I conſider this Matter, I am- 
the more convinced, and con- 
irm'd in my Opinion, of the 
great Uſefulneſs and Necelſ- 
fity of this DoEtrine. Nor 
do I much queſtion but you,, 
my Friends, will be ealtly per-. 

{wa-. 


6 Y 
{waded to be of my Mind, 
when you ſhall perceive that: 
the corrupt and dangerous 
State of the Chriſtian Church 
at preſent, is 1n a- great de- 
gree owing to the want of 
this Comparative knowledge of 
Religion, or of a due regard 
had to it, For, that among 
all Sets and Parties of .Chri- 
ſtians, true Piety is neglected, 
and divine Charity and bro- 
therly Love are waxed cold ; 
that they are cold and remils 
in-rooting out. the Luſts and 
depravd AﬀeCtions of cor* 
rupt Nature; when in the 
mean time,they lay themſelves 
out with Zeal and applica- 
tion for the propagating ſome 


Opr- 


"7 - | 
Opinions- that be-cither ob 
{cure or uncertain, but no 
ways neceſlary, and for the 
ſuppreſiing others- of the 
ſame Nature which are not 
hurtful; that ſome Religious 
Rites and Ceremonies are 
pertinaceouily retaind by 
ſome Chriſtians, and as ob- 
ſtinately rejeCted by others ; 
that they. are at peace with 
Vice and vicious Perſons, 
while they wage a Cruel War 
with Error anderriog Perſons. 
Theie things are not ſo: much 
to be imputed to the want of 
an Abſolute Knowledge of Re- 
ligion, as of that which 1s 
Comparative. No more can 
this . 


C5”) 

this be attributed to their be- 
ng ignorant of any Chriſtian 
Precept, or of any abſolute 
Divine Truth that is of any 
import to Salvation :. But 'tis 
becauſe the Generality of 
Chriſtians either do not 
know, or will not conſider 
how much. Kepentance, Self- 
denial, Mortifying of the Fleſh, 
Charity, Humility, &C. are of 
more weight than Orthodoxy 
or a Sound Belief; and Si 
and Vice. more hateful than 
Error : The Eſſential Princi- 
les of Religion excepted in 
both Caſes. Since then the 
uſe of C omparative T heologie 
is of ſo large extent, both for 
ordering the Lives and Man- 

ners 


UN 


(9) 

ners of private Chriſtians a- 
right, and for ſettling the 
publick Aﬀairs which concern 
the Peace of the Churches 
within themſelves, and their 
mutual Concord with one a- 
nother : I preiume-then,. dear 
Fellow Students, it will be a 
good Office done to you, and 
- nothing diſagreeable to the 
reſt of my Hearers, if I ſhall 
furniſh you with a Key, by 
which you may enter into 
the moſt r-mnote and intricate 
Receſfles of :11s ſo often com- 

mended ÞFheolo.;y. 
$-3. Thar I way avoid ram- 
. bling to and agen wi: hout 
Order or Mcthod in this Diſ- 


; Courſe, I ſhall compriſe what T 
have 


UMI 


(ro) 
'have to ſay under three Ge- 
neral heads. (1) 1 ſhall give a 

rude Draught and general 
Idea of this Theologie. (2) 1 
ſhall deicend to a more par- 
ticular deſcription of it. And 
in the third place, I ſhall 
lay down ſome Concluſions 
or Poſitions, which do natural- 
ly flow from this DoCQtrine of 
Comparative Theologie, and 
are worthy of your Obſerva- 
c10n. 


LIM! 


CTY") 
SECS L 


[ Wherein Comparative Thes- 


logie # handled in a Gene- 
ral way. The State whereix 
Man was Created; Man's 
Duty in that State. The 
reaſon of the Prohibition 


concerning the Tree of 


knowledge of Good and Ewil. 
The Fall of Man occaſioned 
the enlargement of Religion 
A genereal Idea of this. 
Theologie.} 


Aa 


Y. 4. S to the firſt, it 15 to 


be conſidered that 


the Eſſezce of Religion, orof 
the Duty whichMan owes to 


L11NAL 


God, 


ITY 


" . | 
God, or which God requires! 


of Man, in whatſoever State, 
whether that of Integrity 
,and Innocence, or Reſtora- 
tion after the Fall, or conſum- 
mated Felicity, doth olely 
confHt inthe LOVE of GOD, 
as our Saviour teacheth us, 
Matth,22, J7. where he ſays, 
that the firſt and greateſt 


Commandment of the Law. 
15s to /ove the Lord our Goa. 
with all ons Heat, "and with 


all our Soul, with all our Mind, 
and with all our Strength. For 
God being felt ſufficient, and 
independent of all- other Be- 
ings, d1d not in the leaſt Rand 
'3n need of the Creatures and 
«heir Seryice : but being de- 
tEr- 


(31) 
termined by a moſt free, un- 
conſtrain'd, and unneceſlary 
Aft of his good Pleaſure, to 
take his delight with ſome- 
thing without himſelf, he 
did for that end, after the 
Creation and Fall of the An- 
gels, make Man in his own 
Image ( that is, of a Nature 
like his own) with whom 
he might live in Friendſhip, 
and have all things in com- 
mon ; by offering Himſelf, 
with all His glorious and a= 
miable PerfeCtions to be deli- 
ciouſly enjoyed by Man.; and 
by receiving from him 'the 
grateful Return of a Reci- 
procal Love and Afﬀettion. 
And becauſe Man is a Crea- 
C true 


LIMI 
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ture” made up-of a Soul, -a + 


ſpiritual Subſtance, and a Bo 
dy which 1s material : God 
ereated this viſible and Corpo- 
real World, and furniſhed it 
with innumerable Objects for 
the delighting. the outward 


- Senſes, and recreating thoſe 


Faculties which belong to the 
Soul, as it 1s joind and uni- 


ted to che Body; and made 


Man Lord over it. To this 
- end, that as the Sovi had God 
- the Infinite Good, fitted and 
' proportioned to its vaſt Ca- 
: Pacity, ſo the Body alſo might 
: Not be without ſuitable and 
delightful Objets. And to 
- this Deſign of God in the Cre. 


ation of the World, the Hi- | 


ſtory 


(15) 

ſtory thereof doth excellently 
agree; wherein we read that 
this whole Viſible World, 
was atfirft created and finiſh- 
ed, as a Magnificent Palace 
richly provided with all Kinds 
_ of Furniture, and that after 
this, Man, who was delign'd 
to be its Lord ' and Maſter, 
was made and inveſted with 

the Dominion of it. 
6. 5. For ſo great Favours, 
{o liberally diſpens'd unto 
Man, God required, or ras 
ther exp<cted no other Te- 
ſtimony of a grateful Mind 
but LOVE. Ard that his 
Love might be noblc aid free, 
gen+tous and unlimited, not 
neceſſitated, forced or reſtrift. 
C 2 eds 
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(rs ) 
-ed; it was the will of God 
that Man ſhould be at his 
own dilpoſal, and therefore 
he endued him with a tree 
Power of determining the 
AtQts and Exerciſes of his fa- 
culties to theſe or the other 
 Objetts ; of adhereing toGod 
by Love .or departing from 
him; and provided he. ſtill 
continued to Love God and 
to place his delight in him-a- | 
lone, nothing was forbidden 
him : All things were lawful 
unto him, and he was Maſter 
of Power moſt free Cnot on- 
ly in a Phyſical, but alſo in 
a Moral Senſe.) to diſpoſe of 
all his faculties, and of the 
Creatures {ubjefted to =_ 
is 


1 TIANAL 
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C17) 
his Pleafhre, and that withour 
any Offence to God. As for 
the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, concerning 
which- the Scriptures- znform 
us,. that God charged A4danr 
not to Eat of it; this was 
not done out of Envy, as ii” 
God had grudged him that 
pleaſant Fruit (as he was 
flander'd by the Devil) or in- 
tended in the ieaſt to diminiſh 
or infringe the full and free 
Right and Power which he 
had beſtowed npon him of 
uſing his faculties, and all 
things under his command at 
his Pleaſure, without preju-- 
dice always of the Love he 
owed to his Maker, But it. 

G.3 ' - 


4s :-66 
is, not improbable that God 
having even then diſcovered 
in Man ſome remote and 
dawning Diſpoſitions to. the 
Love of the Creatures,. did 
forbid him the uſe of one 
Tree; either becauſe hts In- 
clinations to it were greater 
than was fit, or that by this 
Symbol he might keep Man 
mindful that he held all the 
reſt, whereof the free uſe was 
allowed to him, by Right of 
Vaſſalage, only with a Depen- 
dance upon God the Over- 
Lord of all, to whom on that 
account, he owed the Great- 
e{t Love.. 


$. 6. 


I IAMAL 


$ 6. After that Man had a- 
buſed the Liberty beſtowed 
upon him, by transferring his- 
Love from God to the Crea- 
tures, and had thereby vio- 
lated the Law of his Crea- 
tion and the ' League of - 
Friendſhip that was contraCt= 
ed with God, and had alſo 
loſt the Love of God, and 
with it, the bleſſed Preſence 
and Company of the Deity 
who dwelt in his Soul, and 
fll'd it with Light, and Joy, _ 
and Peace; to which ſuc- 
ceeded Darkneſs, Anguiſh 
and Diſquiet : After, I fay, 
that Man had made defe&tion 
from God, and God was de- 


termin'd to reſtore Man, then + 


(20) 


did the Confines of Religion ' 
begin to be enlarged, and be- 


fides the Love. of God which 


was loſt, and ſtill holds the 
Principal place among the 
divine Precepts and Duties 
of Religion ; ſeveral. other 


things were revealed, pre- 


{cribed, and inſtituted to be 
obſerv'd by Man, as being 
{ome of. them uſeful, and o- 


thers neceſfary for recover- | 


ing the Love of God that was 
loſt, and for bringing back 
Man, that was gone aſtray 
into the road of his Duty. 
$6. 7. Out of what hath 


been. already ſaid, this Suc- | 
cin and Gezeral Idea of the | 


Doctrine of ComparativeTheo: 


lozze 


Mk {S ..c. "I FILES. _ 
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Zogie doth ariſe, viz. In the 
State of Nature's Integrity 
and Inpocence, the Love of God 
made up the whole of Re- 
lI1g1on, nor was there any 0= 
ther Duty incumbent on 
Man, but to /ove the Lord 
his God with all bis - Heart 
Again in the State of Nature 
deprav'd, and conlider'd as 
it is to be. repaird and re- 
newed, the ſame Love of 
God ſtill makes the firſt, the 
Chief and Capital part of - 
Religion, which alone is de- 
fired for it ſelf, and for whoſe 
fake all the other things bes» 
longing to Religion- are ea- 
\ Joined: So that the Love of 
God being compar'd with the 

C5 Ce. 
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remaining parts of Religion, 
iS the end to which they all | 
refer and lead as fo many. 


Ways and Meazs. 
SECT. IE. 


[ Wherein this Theologie #s 
more diſtinitly and particu- 


larly explain'd. , A Scheme. 
$ the Chriftian Religion, 


ewing the weight and im- 


portance. of all the Part: 


thereof:  T'wo particulars in 
it -worthy of Obſervation. ] 


hi 8; * 


Bxplication of this Doctrine 
of. Comparative . T, _ | 
£nu: 


-1 OR a more parti-| 
5 cular and diſtinQ” 


ou. tric am REI 


_ TUW7 
thus ſummarily propoſed, we--” 
are in the next place to ſhew 
how, and in what order all 
the other Precepts and Infſti- 
tutions of Religion do re- 
ſpe&t Charity or the Love of 
Goa,. and ſerve for kindling 
upagaln that heavenly Flame 
in the Hearts of Men. 

$. 9:-Firſt then, inaſmuch: - 
as Man had unworthily vio- 
lated the League of Friend- 
ſhip : into which God had 
vouchſafed to admit him, and 
by : transferring unto the 
Creatures the Love and Af- 
fection that is due to God 
only, had drawn upon him- 
ſelt God's Diſpleaſure, and 


expoſed himſelf unto Eternal 


Death þ 


UMI 
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Death ; 'twas impoſſible thar 
he could be reſtored unto his 
former State, without. the 
Grace and Mercy of God par- 
doning his Offence on theſe 
terms, ( and none more eaſie 
could be either deſired or 
granted) viz. That Man 
ſhould return to his Duty, 
that is, to the Love of God ; 
and that for this Effect God 


ſhould allow. unto Man a 


competent Time, together 
with. ſuch Helps as were ne- 
aeflary for that purpoſe. 

d. 10. For obtaining of 
this Mercy, the Izterceſſion of 


a:: Mediator was neceſlary ; 


one who might procure this 
by his Merit and Favour with 


God: 


CF 
God. I ſhall not make it my: 
Buſineſs here to enquire into; 
the Cauſes and Reaions why: 
God would not be reconcil d. 
to fall n Man without the 1n-: 
tervention- of - a+ Mediator. 
That he would not, is evi- 
dent from this, becauſe for 
want of a Mediator the fall'n 
Angels were precluded from 
any accels to the Grace and 
Favour. of + God. But the 
Reaſon why the Son of God 
paſſing by the talln Angels 
undertook the Caule of fall'n 
Man, ſeems to be partly the 
Relation of the ſame common 
Nature ; For he took wot on 
him the Nature of Angels, but. 
the Seed of Abraham, Heb. 2, 


I0. ; 
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16, and the vertue and efficacy 
of his Incarnation, together 


with what he did and ſuffer'd 
in the Fleſh, began to take 
place immediately after Man's 
Fall, whence our bleſſed Sa- 
viour 1s call d, The Lamb ſlain 
from the beginning of the 
World. Rev. 13. 8.) partly 
becauſe the whole Race of 
Mankind falling in and with 
their Stock, the Caſe of A- 
dam's Poſtericy deſerv'd Com- 
miſeration, they being made 
obnox1ous unto, and involy 'd 
in everlaſting Miſery, before 
they came to exiſt by them- 
ſelves out of their Seminal 
Principles, or to enioy: the 
uſe. of their Reaſon and Li- 
berty. d, 17, 
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d. 11, To this mean of 
Salvation which is placed 
without us, and hath no des» 
pendence upon us, that which 
anſwers on our parts is Love 
and Gratitude to Jeſus Chriſt, 
who became our Surety to 
God ; and Faith, whereby we 
aſcribe 'to him-thoſe hopes of 
Salvation that he hath pur- 
chaſed for us, and rely on 
his Merits and Intercefiion 
for the pardon of our Sins, 
the acceptance of our Servi* 
ces with God, and the obtain- 
ing of every thing that is good 
for. us. 

$. 12. Becauſe the Pardon 
which Chriſt . procur'd for 


' fallg Manis only Conditional, 


and 


( 28') 


and - the Conditions . wiitcl 
God requires of us 1n order: 
to our being reſtored to his 
favour ( viz. that being un- 
fainedly penitent for our Sins 
we ſhould return to God and 
our Duty, reſtore unto him 


the full poſſeſſion. of our, © 


hearts, and both begin and 
ever continue to love him 
with all our Soul ) are ſuch 
as they cannot direaly, im- 
mediately, and at once be 
performd by us, becauſe: of 
the thick Clouds of Ignorance 
and the corrupt Afﬀections 
wherewith Sin hath {il''d cur 
Minds ; therefore ſome Means 
muſt of Neceſſity be preſcrib'd 
and made uſe of for this end, 


by 
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by which, as by Steps, we 
may gradually aſcend to the 
perfect Love of God, which 
1s ſeated, as it were, upon the 
high Throne - of "Religion. 
Such means hath God preſcr1- 
bed in his word, and by {o do= 


ing hath adopted them 1nto 


the Family of Religion. 

d. 13. *Tis clear and evi- 
dent in it ſelf, that in return- 
ing to the Love of God we 
mult take a courſe quite con- 
trary to that by which Man 
departed from 1t. Seeing 
then Man loſt this Love of 
God, not by enjoying of nor 
taking his divertiſement with 
the Creatures ( both which 
ae might lawfully do) but 


by 


(30) 
by uniting his Heart unto 
_ them by Love, it follows, 

that if we would have 


this Divine fire to deſcend | 
upon the Altar of our 


Hearts, we mult of neceſlity 
extingsifh and put out the im- 
pure and muddy Love of the 
World, and of the Cyreatnres : 
for the love of God, and the 
love of the Creatures cannot 
ſubfilt together in one and 
the ſame Subje&t, but do mu- 


tually expell each other out of 


the heart of Man : For if any 
Man love the World, the love of 
the Father is not in him, as St. 
Zohn afftirmeth, 1 John2. 1 5.be- 
cauſe God requires that the 


| 


: 
: 
£ 


Heart of Man be offer'd unto | 


him 
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him whole and entire ; MySor 
| (faith he ) grve ne thy heart, 
Prov. 23, 26. Nor can heal- 
low a Rival with him- in. 
Man's Love; as ſoon as Man 
admits new and ſtrange loves 


into his Heart, God forſakes 
it as polluted and defiled. 


| But ſuch 1s the Good:..will and 


_ 4 


Mercy of God in Chriſt :Je- 
ſus towards ſtraying - Man, . 
that no. ſooner,” is the heart 
| of Man- offered unto him 
\ pure and youd of the Love 
of the Creatures, but as ſoon 
he is willing to re-enter and 
dwell in it, and to fill it wittt 
divine Light and Toy. And 
| to this mean of recovering 
| the Love of God, do all _ 

q rEe= 
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Precepts of Religion belongf, 
whyeh forbid to /ove, oven, 
or ſeck after, the World, its . 
Riches, Honours, Pleaſures; 
or any created Thing. [, 
d. 14. Again, as in order to? 
he recovery of the Love 0jz: 
God, the love of the Crea-! © 
tures muſt be laid aſide ; 10; 
Ukewiſe,. that Man may bet. 
freed from this love of thet, 
Creatures, 1t is needful that 
he abſtain as much as may beg, 
from the Converſe and U/e of, | 
the Creatures, thoſe eſpecially! 
that are grareful and pleaſing, 
to the Fleſh : For beſides thaty 
it appears unjuſt and unreat, 
ſonable that Rebels, and}. 
Traytours ſhould preſume to 
meddlc 


(33) 
Imeddle with the Divertiſc- 
"ments that were provided for 
Wuriful and obedient Chil- 
gren ; ſo unſteady and frail is 
"Humane Nature fince it was 
_Hepraved by Sin, that it can- 
| jNot view nor enjoy thoſe de- 
lights, without being invei- 
pled in their Love. And 
therefore it behoveth us in 
pur Food, .Cloathing, and 0- 
\Fher means of Life, to reſt 
\ contented with things necel- 
RY: and induſtriouſly to a- 
Jyoid ſuch as be delightful. 
We d. 15. That which makes 
this part of our Duty the 
more ealte, is the Curling of 
the Earth, and the deface- 
Ment of at leaſt this ſublu- 
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"nary World, which by thf 
wiſe and juſt Providence df 


God was the Conſequence 
Adam's Fall; by reaſon 
which, the World as it now 
is, differs as much from it 
ſelf as it was before. the 


Fall, as a vile Dungeon 
does, from a Royal and 
. Magnificent Palace. Conf 
..cerning this Corruption of 


the World, the . Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Rom. 8. 20, 21, &| 
22. where he ſays; Thel 
Creature was made ſubjeit to 
Vanity, ot willingly: Andi 
that at laſt the Creature it 
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ſelf ſhall be delivered from 


the. Bondage of » orruption. If 
Men be paſhonately in love 
with 
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with this wretched ' Carcaſs 
'ofa World! What would 


they have done, if they had 
ſeen and poſleſt it in its primi- 


tive Perfection of Splendour 


and Beauty ? 
$. 16, Furthermore, be- 


: cauſe Self-love is no lels an 
- Enemy io the Love of God, 
: than 1s that of the other Crea- 
tures, and does uſually raiſe 


Trophies to it ſelf upon the 
others Ruines, 1t muſt of ne- 
ceſlity be put off alſo; and 
to effectuate this, we muſt 


keep up a conſtant Warfare 
with our corrupt Nature, 
:all whoſe Thoughts, Counſels 
and Deſires are by the Ver- 


dict of God himſelf, Gey. 6. 
- 


# 


5, only end continually Evil: 


whatever it deſires muſt be 
denied it, and the things for 
which it hath an Averſion 
muſt be forc'd upon it. W: 
mult do nothing to gratifie it 
but its Motions - muſt ftill be 
reſiſted to the end, that it be 


ing brought into Subjeion 


may never more obſtru& of 


retard the operations of God! 
Spirit renewing Man in tht 
Heart. And becaule all the{ 
things are hard and grievous 
and very unacceptable to out 
corrupt Neture, we will ne 


ns. rouge 


ver be throughly enclin'd tg 
put them in practice ; until 
the Mind being duely affe: 
£d.with a ſorrowful Senſe of 


Sin! 


(37) 
:þ Sin, and of its own Miſery do 
x firſt groan under the burden 
r] thereof, and aſpire after de- 
nÞ liverance from it. And theſe 
* means which ſerve to extin- 
it} guiſh the love of the Creatures 
x # the Hearts of Men, are the 
fame which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles do ſo frequently in- 
\ culcate to us in the holy 
Scriptures, when they enjoin 
us MRepentance, Self-denial, 
Renouncing the Weoria, Cruct= 
fying of the Kleſh, i axiiig up 
of the Croſs, and putting off 

1 the Ola MmMune 
 &. 17. Moreover, as it 1s 
il only the Gracious and immes 
I diate preſence of the Deity, 
filling the Soul with Light 
2nd Joy that can beget there- 
W 1n 
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in the true Love of God, |þ 
which 1s the perfection of all 
Religion : So the other means 
of Salvation that I have al- 
ready namd, do ſpring from 
a higher and far more Noble 
Principle than our Nature. 
For ſeeing the Human Nature 
as it 1s depraved by Sin, is 
blind, and ſeeketh it ſelf and 
its own advantages in all 
things, always and every 
where ; and ſeeing the Pre- 
cepts of Religion, of which 
we are ſpeaking, are moſt | 
unpleaſing and hateful unto 
it ; it 1s evident that a com- 
pliance with them cannot be 
expected without the affiſt- 


ance of Dzvine Grace. And 
that 
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; -that, both Tzternal, which 
ateth upon the Mind imme 
mediately, inſtructing, allu- 
ring, per{wading and exciting 
It ; and alſo External, which 
worketh by the Mediation of 
the outward Senſes: So that 
it 15-not without ground that 
the Apoſtle ſays: It # God 
that worketh in us both to will 
and to do. Phil. 2, 3- For the 
obtaining of this Mean which 
is only in God's Power, there 
15 requir'd on our part contt- 
' nual Prayer, and a ready 
Compliance with the Inſpi- 
rations of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Ask, ſaith our Lord Chriſt, 
and ye ſhall receive. Matth. 7, 
7. and grieve ot the Holy 
D 2 Jpirit 


CRF 
Spirit of God, faith the A» 
poſtle, Eph. 4, 30. 

$. 16. But inaſmuch as the 
mmward Manifeſtations of the 
Holy Ghoſt do require a 
calm and compoſed Mind ;. 
and the ſoft Whiſpers, the 
{weet and gentle Voice of the 
holy Spirit teaching and a1- 
moniſhing in the bottom of 
the Heart cannot be heard 
and obſerved by unregenerate 
Men, becauſe of the obſtre- | 
pon Noiſe, and din of 
luſtring and. tumultuating 
Paſſions and Luſts ; therefor 
it became neceflary to call in 
the aſſiſtance of a Groſs and 
Corporeal way of teaching, 
ſuch as might make its way | 
£O 


1. 
to the Mind through the eters 
nal Senſes. For this reaſon 
God ſent the Prophets (to 
whom he had firſt manifeſt- 
ed himſelf, partly by Viſions 
repreſented to their Fancies, 
ſometimes when they ſlept, 
and ſometimes when they 
were awake, and partly by a 
Voice and outward Signs) 
that they might warn and 
admoniſh other Men in his 
Name, concerning thoſe 
things that belong'd to their 
Salvation. And whereas from 
AaansFall downwards,Man- 
kind growing ſtill worſe, 
breaking out into divers 
kinds of Sins, and adding 
new Crimes to their old Vi- 
D 3 CCsS,. 
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ces, wandered ſtill farther | 


trom God, it became expedi- 
ent that God ſhould warn 


them. of their Danger, by 
new Advertiſements from | 
time to time, and that he 


ſhould multiply his Precepts 
according to the diverſity of 
the Sins, whereby Men 1gno- 
rantly and inconfiderartel 

frayed from the way of Sal- 
vation, until. at length.:the 
Wickedneſs of Men being 
riſen to. an Extraordinary 
height, and the Revelations 


of the Prophets, not being | 


able to put a ſtop thereuato, 
the only begotten Son of God 
in his. great Love to Man- 
kind, putting on our mortal 

Nature. 
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Nature with all its Infirmities 
(yet without Sin) vouch- 
fafed to. dwell among Men, 
that he might perfeQly in- 
ſtrut them in all that con- 
cern'd their Salvation, and in 
a-frail and mortal Body, like 
thar which we bearaboutwith 
us, might lead ſuch a Life, 
as- is neceſſarily to be led by 
All who ſhall be ſaved : that 
ſo by a ſenſible Experiment, 
he might convince us that a 
Chriſtian Life is nor impoſh. 
ble to our Frailty, when for 
tified with the Aids- of di- 
vine Grace : And finally 
might lay down his Life for 
Expiating the Sins of Men. 
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$. 19. Alſo, the whole 
DoQrine of Religion com- 
prehending the Diſcourſes and 
Deportment of Jeſus Chrift, 


together with the Revclati- | 


ons:of the Prophets and the 
Apoſtles is recorded in the 
Scriptures as in publick Re- 
giſters; that by this means it 
might be far and near diffuſ- 


ed throughout the World. 
The Scriptures therefore are | 


necellary, that the Precepts 
of Religion, and the means 


of Salvation already nam'd, 
might be made known unto 


Men. 


$. 20. But theſe are not 


| yet all the Expedients that 
God hath made uſe of, for rend- 


atmdatia. 


ring. 


I 
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: | ring Man's return to his Zove” 


and his way to Salvation the 
more plain and eafie. Tho! all 
_ that which Men are concern'd 
to know and praQtice in order 
to their Salvation, be ſo ful- 
ly and plainly delivered in 
the Scriptures, that all who- 
are deſirous to learnthem,may 
witha due Application, eafily 
there diſcover them; Yet- 
there be many who do not' 
apply themſelves. to the read- 
ing of the Scriptures; many 
who blinded with Prejudice, . 
are ſlow. to underſtand that 
which - they do read; others 
are. remiſs and negligent in 
performing what they do un- 
derſtand ; and even they who: 
D 5 havye- 


© that: Chriſtians might be 


(45) 
have begun to tread in the 
Paths of Life, do many times 
thro' inadvertency ſtep aſide, 
or by the Violence of Tem 
ptations are hurried away 1n- 
to the way of Sin, and being 
once fall'n into it, do fleep| 
ſecurely in it: To remedy 
which Evils, theſe following 
Expedients . were provided, 
Paſtorswere appointed Rach 


Qffice it 1s to inſtruct, ad- 
monifh, reprove and conſole: 
Religious Socreties of Chriſti 
ftians, or Churches weie ir: 
ſtituted as. uſeful tor this end, 


helpful . to one another, in 
promoting tie common work 
of their Salvation, by inffru- 


ing 
b 


| 
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Cting the Tenorant, reclaims- 
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ing ſuch as do err from: the - 
Truth ; raiſing up thoſe that - 
are caſt down, quickning the 
lukewarm; rebuking thoſe 
that commit Sin, and avoid- 
ing ſuch as be contumacious. 
Relig ious Aſſemblies allo, Pu- + 
blick Worſhip and Sacraments 
were initituted, . which tho' . 
they do greatly contribute to - 
the promoting of Chriſtians 
13 Faith and true Holineſs, do - 
yet notwithſtanding manifeſt= - 
ly ſuppoſe Paſtors and Chri- 


ſtian Societies, - and may be. 


conſider'd by us as Sanftions 
of thoſe Laws whereby Pa- 
ſtors and: Churches are Au- 
orized, to which we mult - 
giVE : 


C45) i 
give obedience, or be depri- | 
ved of the Benefit of Publick 
Worſhip, and of the Com- 
fort of the Sacraments. And 
laſt of all, tothe end that the 
publick Afﬀairs off every 
Church might be rightly ad- 
miniſtred, that is, that every 
thing might be done decent- 
Iy and in order, and. that 
Communion might. be kept 
up, and Peace and Concord 
maintain damongtheCberches, 
Church Government Was ap=- 
pointed. 

$ 2x. Thus. have. I link 
by link turn'd over. :he whole 
| Chainof Religion, beginning 
at-the higheſt d-gree thereof, 
2. THE LOVE OF GOD, 
which 
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which alone is ſought and 
enjoin'd for it ſelf, deſcending 
from - this to the immediate 
Means whereby it is attain'd, 
and from them to ſuch as be 
more remote, until at laſt we 
cometo the moſt remote of all. 
This account, which I have 
given of Religion,furniſhes us. 
with a Key, whereby any one 
that is but indifferently vers'd 
inTheologicalStudies,may ea- 
fily diſcover what place each 
part holds 1n the Syfeme of 
Religion ; how one Part 
ſtands related to ſuch other 
Parts as are above, as a Mean. 
to the End; an: te-ſuch as are 
below it, as the End to the 
Means: and in what degree 
of neceſſity every part ought. 
£0, 
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to be held. But for the fake 


of Beginners, I ſhall propoſe 
one or more of thoſe things 
in this .Scheme, that deſerve 
the. greateſt Conſideration. 

d. 22. The firſt 1s the re- 


markable Difference between j 


Charity or the Love of God, 
and all the other Parts of Re- 
ligion; among which it hath 


the pre-eminence, becauſe it 


alone is deſired for it elf, 
and all the reſt areinſtituted for 
its ſake, that by their means 
and ſ{ubſerviency, Mankind, 
which was falln from the 
pure and chaſte Love ot God, 
into the ſtrange and adulte- 
rous Love of the Creatures, 
may again be reduc'd ro the 

Love 
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Love which they owe unto. 
God, And thus Charity is - 
related to the other Parts of 
Religion, as the End is to the 
Means : agreeable to the A-. 
poſtle's.. plain Inſtruction ; - 
The end of - the Commandment 
iz Charity. Eph. 4, 11. Now 
as the wooden Frames and. 
Scaffolds that are uſed in buil- - 
ding, are taken away when 
the work 1s ended, they be- 
ing then no longer uſefal : - 
{o when the Love of God ſhall 
be perfeQted in the hearts of 
thoſe that .are to be ſaved, 
then Sacraments,. Paſtours, 
Churches, the holy Scriptures, . 
the renouncing of the World, 
the mortifying of the Fleſh, 
&> .. 
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Repentance, Faith, and al 
the other Parts of Religion | 


that are diſtintt from Char1- 


ty, ſhall ceaſe: as the ſame | 


Apoſtle tcacheth us, r Cor. 
13. 8. Charity, faith he, ne- 


ver faileth, but whether there | 


be Prophecies, they ſhall fail; 
whether there be Tongues, they 
fball ceaſe ; whether there be 


- Knowledge, it ſhall vaniſh a- 


way ; when that which # per- 


fet# ſball come; then that 


which is in part ſhall be done 
away: Now abideth Faith, 
Hope and Charity; but the 
greateſt of theſe is Charity. 


$. 23. Another thing that is 


to be diligently obſerved in 


this Scheme, concerneth thoſe | 
Parts 
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| Parts of Religion that are di- 
| ſtinCt from Charity, their dif- 
* ference among, themſelves as 
| they ſtand related to ir as to 
their End. And in this re- 
ſpect, they are claſſed in a 
| three-fold Difference. They 
are all means. for recovering 
Charity. But (1.) Some of 
them are Neceſſary, and with« 
| al Sure and Þyfallible:. others 
| (2.} areindeed Neceſſary but 
| not Sure and Tafallible: and 
others ( 3.) finally are net- 
ther Sure and Jxfallible, nor 
abſolutely and Indiſþenſably Nee 
celſary. In the firſt Rayk are 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt the Me- 
diator, Repentance, the mor- 
tifying of the Corrupt Nature, 
OL. 
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or the Old May ; the renounce- | 
ig of the World with all its| 


Pomps and Vanities, and fi- 
nally the Weaning of the Heart 
from the impure Love of the 
World, and all the Creatures 
which being once rooted our, 
the Love of God ſucceeds and 
is kindled up and ſhed abroad 
in the Heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt. All theſe be izdiſper- 
[ably Neceſſary for recovering 


the Love of God, and they| 


have a ſure and infallible Me- 
diate or ImmediateConnex1on 
therewith. In the ſecond Razxt 
ſtand the Holy Scriptures, which 


for Reaſons already expreſs'd 
are ſimply Neceſſary, that Men, 
may attain tos the knowledge 

(810 
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' of ſuch things as it Concerns: 
them to know and Practice, 
in order. to their Salvation. 
Which nevertheleſs is not ſo 
to be underſtood, as. if thoſe 
who were once well acquaint- 
ed with the DoCtrine cf Relt- 
gion delivered in the H..Scr1i- 
ptures, could not afterwards: 
live a Chriſtian Life without 
thoſe Sacred Books. For as 
Auguſtine writes in his Trea: 
tiſe of Chriſtian DoQtrine lib. 
1. Ch. 39. © A Man ground- 
*ed in Faith, Hope and Chas 
*rity and retaining them ſted: 
*faſtly, needs not the Scri- 
*ptures, except it be for the. 


*Inftruction of others... 


. «Thus. 


(556) 

© Thus by theſe three many] 
«live in the Deſart withouy. 
* Books; whencel think that 
«in them is fulfilled that ſay: 
*1ng, whether there be Pro. 
* pheſies they ſhall fail; o 
© Tongues they ſhall Ceaſe; of 
© Knowledge, it ſhall be at 
© frozed, &c. But tho' the 
Scripiures be xeceſſary in the] 
degree I have mentioned, yet 
are they not ſure and 1»fat 
lible means of Salvation : See| 
ing very many of thoſe who 
have them, and read them 
daily, come ſhort of it, not 
for any fault in the Scriptures, 
but 1n the Perſons themſelves 
who take no careto ordertheit| 


Lives and Manners according 
£0 
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to the Preſcripts in them de- 
livered. 


d. 24. In the third Rank of 


' means of Salvation, which 


are neither zeceſſary nor ſure 
and Tyfallible, are included 
Paſtors, Religious Societies., 
or Churches, Sacraments, Pub. 
lick Worſhip, Ecclefiaſtical Po- 
lity, or Church Diſcipline,and 


1f there be any other Inſtitu- 


ted by God for this End, that 
Men may be excited to learn, 
or keep in 'Mind, or PraQtice 
the Duties of Relig1on, that 
are fully and clearly delivered 
in the Scriptures. That theſe 
have no ſure and infallible 


 Corinexion with the Salvation 


of Men, is more evident than 
£6 


T5838) 


'to want either proof or Illu-}* 
ſtration : And altho* Chri- | 


ftians ought not to Negle& 
or Deſpiſe, but to make uſe 
of them when they can be had 
as well becauſe they are pre- 
ſcribed by God, as that in the 
right uſe of them many ex- 
cellent Advantages may be 
reaped; yet this will not 
make them abſolutely and 1n- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, for it 1s certain that 
ſuch as have the Scriptures, if 
they carefully and diligently 
peruſe them, may both dif- 
cover the way of Salvation 


mark'd out in them, and |} 


having found it, may begin 
to walk in it, and by me > 
| {hit 
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T{iftance of God's Grace, may 


conſtantly perſevere therein, 


until at laſt they work out 
their Salvation, altho' the 

live in ſuch a Cornet of the 
World, where they have no 
Opportunities, either of Prea» | 
chers whom they may hear, 
or of Churches, to which 
they may join themſelves, 
or { by conſequence ) of Sa- 
craments, of which they may 
partake. Of this we have 
notable Inſtances in ſome of 
the Hermits, particularly in 
Paul the firſt of them, who 


having paſ'd his whole time | 


from his blooming Youth to 
an extream old Ape, in a re- 
mote Deſart, without the 
Com- 


(6) 

Company or Society of any }- 
ran, except Anthony alone, 
with whom he convers'd for 
a ſhort time, and that not 
long before his Death, hath 
deſervedly obtain'd a great 


Reputation for Piety 1n the 
Church of Chriſt. 


SECT: 11. 


c 61 3 
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[ Wherein ſeveral material 
Propoſitions and uſeful Cor- 
rollaries are deduced from 
the preceling Deſcriptions of 
this Theologiee How to dife 
.cern betwicxt the fundamen* 
tal Principles of Religion, 
and ſuch as are not funda- 
mental; and betwixt dam- 
zable, dangerous, and harm- 


leſs Errors. ] 


d. 25. Aving laid down 
| the General I- 
dea of this Theology, toge- 
ther with the more diſtinCt 
and particular Explication 
E there- 


( 62) 


thereof, I come--now to the #- 


many and weighty Propoſi- 
tions, and Rules, and Con- 
cluſions which may be de- 
duced from this Do&rine. 
And indeed ſo various and 
mamifold is the uſe of this 
ComparativeT heologie (Which 
I have already explaind) 
both in a private Life, and 
alſo for the right ordering 
of the Church; it abounds 
with ſo many uſeful Rules | 
and Inſtructions for every 
kind of Life, that it would 
be hard to reckon up all that 
might be deduced from it, by 
ſerions and attentive Medita- 
tion. I ſhall inſtance only in 


a few for a Tryal. 
d. 26. Furſt 


LIMI 


SP 

d. 26. Firſt then by tlfs 
DoQtrine of ComparativeTheo- 
logie, it plainly appears, that 
the Precepts of the Chriſtias 
Religion have proceeded nei- 
ther from the mere Arbjtr a» 
Will of God, nor from his 
Wrath and Diſpierſure ; but 
irom Love, Favour, and Good 
will toward fall'n Man. And 
the Reaſon why God hath 
impolcd the hard Laws of 
Repentance, Self-aenirl, and 
the Rexouncine of the World, 
as neceſlary to be obſerved by 
all that would be faved, -1s 
nor, that he might exerciſe 
his Authocity - over Men, or 
be aveng'd on them; bnt be- 
cauſe there is no other ſafe aad 
'E 2 iecure 


LIMI 
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lecure way of raiſing chem to | 


a true and laſting Happineſs, 
beſides that which the Pre. 
cepts of Religion do preſcribe. 
God might indeed by vertue 
of his Omnipotence have re- 
ftored Man, who was fall'n 
into Sin and Miſery, unto 
his original holy and happy 
State, without the Interven- 
tion of a Medicinal Penitence. 
Bur recent experience and the 
notable inſtance of inſtabili- 
ty and inconſtancy, which 
Adam had given, do evident- 
ly diſcover that nothing was 
to be expected this way, but 
that Adam having lightly 
eſcaped ſo great a Danger, 
would have been the more 


prelumptuous to offend again; 
or 


(65) 
© orif his Experience had made 
him more cautious and wary, 
yet his Children would rea- 
dily have relapſed into his Sin 
and Miſery. So that if this 
Method had been taken for 
recovering falln Mag, its 
probable that Adams only 
would have been ſaved by it. 
For this reaſon it was more 
agreeable both to the Wil- 
dom and Goodneſs of God, 
to grant unto falln Man re- 
oreſs and return unto his firſt 
State of Happineſs by the 
way of Pexitence only, which 
tho' it be the more difficult, - 
yet is 1t the moſt ſafe and infal-- 
lible. For as thoſe who come 
to great Fortunes, either by- 
E 3 DUCe 
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Sacceſhon to their Parents, - 


or by the Bounty of their 
Prince, are more probably en- 
clin'd to ſquander away their 
Wealth, than others, who 
have acquir'd Riches by their 
own Induſtry and Labour, 
after they have felt the pin- 
ching Difficulties of Want 
and Poverty : So it 15 not to be 
doubted, but thoſe Men who 
have with Difficulty wreſtled 
out of the deep Gulf of Sin 
and Miſery, and have come 
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uneaſy and narrow way of 
Penitence, will prove far more 
conſtant in the Love of their 
Creator,and more firm and re- 
ſolute in ſuſtaining and == 6 
Ng 


| 


( 67.) 
{ ling the aſſaults of Tempt-: 
tions, than was either Adam, 
who was: created in a State of 
Felicity, or than his Poſte- 
rity would have been, in 
caſe that Happineſs had been 
by Succethon tranſmitted nn- 
to them from Azam. 
. ÞO). 27. It it fhall here be 

enquired, might not God - 
have reſtored man immediat- 
ly after his Fall, and having 
reſtored, confirmed him alſo. 
:in-grace and holineſs, and put” 
him our of all danger of fall» 
ing again any more, fo as he 
ſhould not have been after- 
ward obnox1ous unto Sin, no 
more than the glorious An- 


vels? I anſwer; that a con 
E 4. firmed - 


Prmed State of Grace and Ho- | 
lineſs, is both the Fruit and 
Reward of a previous and | 
tried Conſtancy and Firmneſs 
in the Love of God. That 
it was granted upon no other 
Conditions to the Angels, 
who perſiſted in their Duty 
and Fidelity, nor would have 
been given unto Adam, ſup- 
pole he had not ſinned, till 
after a competent time of 
Tryal faithfully ſpent in the 
Love of God: Finally, that 
1t 15 not poſſible that a reaſon- 
able Creature can attain to a 
conſummated State of Per- 
tection by any other way, 
without infrioging its Liber- 
ty, which God will have 
pre- 


| 


preſerv'd ſafe and inviolate-- 


[ $. For ſuch is the Nature 


' of Liberty, that without hurt” 


and prejudice to it ſelf, it 
cannot allow, that any of the 
Faculties that are under its 
Conduct, eſpecially the Will, 
ſhould-be determined by any 
other Principle than it ſelf, in 
their application to this rather ' 
than the other ſuitable Ob=- 
ject, after this, . rather than - 
the other manner. Never- 
theleſs it will ſuffer it felf 
$0 be fixed and bound either 
to.good or evil by cords of 
its own making; ſuch are the 


Habits contracted by long - 


and continued Exerciſes of. 
the Ads of Love, Deſire, . 
E.5 Com. 


C70): 
Gomplacency , Enjoyment ;F 
and the like, upon the ſame 
Objects 3 whereby a Man 
finds himſelf puſhd forward 
to the Love, Deſire, .and En- 
joyment of thoſe Objects : 
and-. drawn back when he 
offers to ſeparate and with- 
draw his AﬀeQtions from 
them; fſo that without. Dit- 
ficulty. and. Violence done 
to himſelf, he cannot abſtain 
from- the Ats unto which 
ſach Habits do diſpoſe him, | 
no more than exerciſe thecon- 
trary ; which hath given the 
rife to that - vulgar Maxim 
Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature. 

d... This 1s plain and unde- 
wable .in_ the Caſe of -— 

a- 


_ ce 
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- Habits that are ſo common: + 


and ordinary. For who knows: 
not that a Glutton, a Drunk. 


'ard, or a Laſcivious Perſon, 


for Example, are ſo enſlaved 
to thoſe vicious- Habits and 
Luſts which they ſerve, that 
they cannot without great 
Difficulty and much ſtrug- 
ling, refrain from -Jatiating 
their ſenſual Deſires and Appes 
tites, when they. have it in 
ther Power, nor be reclaimed 


from their difſolute Convers= 


ſation, to a Sober, a Tempe- - 
rate, and a chaſte Converſati- 
on. This the Prophet Feremy - 
doth ſignificantly exprels , . 
when he ſaith, Car the Athi- 


opian change his Colour, or the 
| Leo»: 
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Treopard his Spots. Then may ye | 
alſo do good, who are accuſtom- 
ed to do evil. ſer. 13.23. 

& Nor is there leſs force 
and efficacy in Good Habits, 
which are contratted by a 
long courle of good Actions 
perform'd by- the Power of 
the Holy Ghoſt, whereby the 
old man is ſubdued and mor- | 
tified, the new, quickned and 
advanced by degrees, till in 
the- end he become a p=rfeQ 
Man. For when any Perſon 
15 once com: this length, he 
becomes ready, forward and 
inclind-to Good ; flow, back- 
ward and averſe to Evil. As 
St. John inſtructs us. Who- 
ſatver is born of God doth not 


607Fp* 
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" commit Sin, for the ſeed of 


God abideth in him, and he 
cannot ſin becauſe he is boys of 
God: 1 Joh: 3. 9. "To this the 
Experience allo of :the Rege- 
nerate, who declare that they 
find it ſo, doth perfeQtly a-. 
Tree. 

d. After that theſe good 
or evil Habits have received 
their proper and ſuitable ime 
provements from God, that 
is, after he has fortified and 
eſtabliſhed the good, by re- 
newed meaſures and com- 
munications of his Grace; 
and has plyed the Evil with 
repeated endeavours, and all 
to no purpoſe, ro reclaim 
them, when he reſolves _ 
cane . 
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the Graces of his Spirit ſhall } 


not be any more proſtituted 
to the Serrn +1 Contempt of 
thol. wh 16 routed In Sin ; 
any When j© TEW yards the 
Godly for the good uſe that 
they have made of their Li- 
berty, with plentiful mea- 
ſiires of Grace, and takes the 


Government of their free will 


(after they have freely refign- 
ed it ) into his-own hands : 
then follows --the final, un- 
changeable and endleſs Ob- 
duration of the wicked in fin, 
and the eſtabliſhment of the 


Godly in Grace and Holineis, 


Whence it appears, that ra- 
tional free Creatures can nei- 


ther be  eſtabliſh'd in a State 


of - 
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of Grace, nor hardened mto a : 
State of Sin, without infring- 
ing their Liberty, except the 
free uſe and exerciſe thereofin 
Good or Evil ( which in good. 
at leaſt muſt be habitual 
have gone before 1t. ]_ 


$. 28. Secondly, This Do- 
Ctrine of Comparetive Theos 
logie diſcovers the ground of 
that which the Apoſtle delt- 
vers, I Co?. 13. where hede- 
Clares that thote Parts of Re- 
ligion which are commonly 
molt eſteemed, {uch are,mnuch 
knowledge in divine Things, 
Orthodoxy, Faith and ſ{uffer= 
ing of Perſecution for the - 
true Religion even unto 


death ) 


(76) 
death) will be improfitable to |- 
Salvation without Charity ; 
becauſe theſe and all other 
things pertaining to Religion, 
are for this end ordain'd and 
enjoin'd byGod, that by them 
Men may be brought toCharity 
or the Love of God ; ſo that if 
they do not attain to that end, 
they become vainand impro- 
fitable. Wherefor they are far 
deceivd who conceive good 
hopes,. and entertain a good 
Opinion of- themſelves, -and 
of. their own Spiritual Con- 
dition, becauſe they do be- 
long to this, or the other Far« 
ty of Chriſtians, becauſe they 
are diligent and aſliduous,. in 


Hearing, Reading, Praying 
and 


C97 J 


and Communicating : all theſe 


being too. weak Supporters 
whereupon to build a ſolid 
Hope of Salvation. For, un- 
leſs Men will denounce Wer 


| againſt their corrupt Nature, 


renounce the World and de- 
ny themſelves, they ſhall ne- 
ver recover the True and Sins 
cere Love of God; and with- 
out the unfeigned Love of 
God, they ſhall never come 
to his Preſence, nor to 
the Dwelling-place of the 
Bleſſed. 

d. 29. Thirdly, This Theo» 
logy teacheth us, how to di= 
ſtinguiſh between the Xſſez- 
tial or Fundamental Principles 
of Religion, and thoſe that 
are. 


(78) 
are net fundamental. And 
here I take the Eſſence of Re- 
ligion not ſtrictly, for all that 
which belongeth to Religion 
always, and 1n all States (in 
which ſenſe the Lowe of God 
alone makes up the whole Þ* 
Eſſence of Religion ) but |Þ 
more. largely. for all thoſe Þ|! 
things which are neceſſary for |* 
Men, conſidered in a State of I! 
corrupt Nature, that they 
may be fitted for and brought 
into the Enjoyment of Eter-- 
nal Happineſs. Now where- 
as ſome parts of Religion, 
are means of Salvation, both 
neceſlary ; and ſure or infalli- 
ble, others - neceſſary, but not 
{ure ; and others are indeed 

means 
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means of Salvation, but nej- 


ther ſure nor neceſſary ; it is 
evident that the Precepts and 
Inſtitutions of the third Claſs 
do by no means belong to 
the Tribe of the Fundamen- 
tals of Religion, Moreover, 
becauſe a fundamental of Re- 
ligion properly ſo called, 1s, 
that the Knowledge whereosz- 
is neceſlary to Salvation di- 
rectly, and of it ſelf; and all 
the Precepts and Inſtitutions 
of the firſt Claſs, and they 
only are {uch'; from this, 1t 
does appear that the whole 
Family of the Fundamentals 
of Religion is contain'd with- 
in the: Limits of the firſt 
Claſs. Bnt becauſe Men can 


by. 


_ 0 


by no other means come to th 
the certain Knowledge of thef ]' 


Fundamentals of Religion, 


than by the Scriptures; there: 
for to know the Scriptures 
and to acknowledge them for 


a ſure and infallible Rule of 


Faith, ma; be call'd a /econ- 
aary Fundamental Principle of 
Religion: 

$. 30. Fourthly, This Theo- 


logy teacheth alſo the differ- 


ence of Errors; that ſome 
are damnavle and pernicions ; 
ſome adaxgerons only, and 
ſome harwleſs : All thoſe Er- 
rors touching Faith and Re- 
ligion, which do neceflarily 
ſubvert ſome Fundamental 
principle of Religion, and 

that 


{0 
{il 


t! 
I1 
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tofthat in the Opinion and 
te Judgment of the erring Per- 


ll, 


lon, or -thar cannot {ub- 
fiſt at the ſaine time, and in 
the ſame Mind witn thc Bee 
tefof the Fundzmental Prin» 
ciples of Religion. Theſe 
and theſe only are to be 
look'd YpOn as deft rutiive and 
dam»able, and as ſuch, are 
with great Care and Dili 
gence to be expell'd out of 
the Confines of the Church. 
For the Chriſtian Religion is 
like a Bridge by which alone 
Men can go from this Val- 
ley of Miſeries to the bleſſed 
Regions of Light and Peace ; 
and the fundamental Print 
ples of Religion are as ſo ma- 


ny 


082) 
ny Arches, which join'd and 
united together, do make up 
this Bridge, and therefore 
thoſe Errors that do overturn 
any of the fundamental Prin. 
ciples of Religion, do as it 
were, cut out an Arch from 
the Bridge, whereby a Breach 
is made 1n it, and the Paſſage 
by it into Heaven 1s thus cut 
off and obſtructed. 

d. 31. Again thoſe Errors 
are to be avoided as daxgero:, 
whoſe tendency is to make 
Men remiſs and negligent in 
the buſineſs ci their Salvation: 
of this kind 1s that Error a+ 
{cribed to Origen, concerning 
the Puniſhment of the Devils 
and Damned. That after a 
long 


aſk. gm h— 
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'long courſe of time they ſhall 


come to an End, and that 
the Damned themſelves ſhall 
at laſt be tranſlated into the 
Habitations of the Bleſſed. 
By which Doctrine, it is evi- 
dent, that the fear of Hell, 
and the force thereof to re- 
ſftraia Men from Sin, 1s 1a 
great meaſure weakned and 
infringed. Finally, thoſe Er- 


rors may be tolerated as harm- 


leſs, whereby a Chriſtian who 


iS in the way of Salvation, 


j 


is neither lett nor retarded in 
his courſe; ſuch was the Er- 
ror of St. Cyprian concerning 


the ebapiization of Heres 


ticks; and another of Irenenc, 
who writes that our Saviour 
WAS 


(34) 
was fifty years old when he. 
ſuffered. 

$. 32. From hence in the 
5th place we may draw Rules | 
and Principles, tor directing 
not only private -Chriſtians, 
how far t:ey may entertain or 
refuſe Fxternval Communion 
with the. different, yea ad- 
verſe Sects and Societies of 
Chriſtians 1nto which the 
Unity of the Chriſtian 
Charch is miſerably divided 
and rent aiunder : But 
Church Governours alſo in 
the making and abrogating 
Ecclefraſtical Laws. For, 
whereas the End and Deſign 
of choſe Chriſtian Societies, 
which we call Churches, M 
that 
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-that by their Help, every 


private Chriſtian may be for- 
warded in a Courle of Pie- 


ty, and afflifted in working 


out their Salvation: "It 1s 
plain ; Fir#f, That a Chri- 
ftian, who lays the work of 
his Salvation to heart, ought 
( if his Circumſtances will 
permit him) to joia himſelf 
unto, and afſaciate with thoſe 
Churches, wherein the beſt 
helps to Piety are to be found. 
Next, that he muſt abſtain 
from the Communion of 
thoſe Churches, whoſe Fel- 
lowſhip- is apt to hinder or 
retard his 'Progreſs -in true 
Piety, either becauſe the pu- 
rity of the Chriſtian Do- 

F Etrine 
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Arine is therein corrupted . 


with. evil Principles, and 
{uch as flatter corrupt Nature, 
or becauſe the Force and Et- 
ficacy of ſound and whole- 
ſome Docrine is impaird and 
enervated, by the miſchiev- 
ous Examples of a worldly 
Life; or finally, becauſe the 
Priviledge of Communion 1s 
annexed to ſomething that is 
unlawful,as a neceſlaryCondi- 


tion thereof. Thirdly, That the | 


Communion of that Church 
whereof he is a Member al- 
ready, and whoſe Fellowſhip, 
tho* it be little uſeful to Pie- 
ty, yet 1s not prejudicial to it, 
ſhould be continued 1n, in 
cale it cannot be forſaken 

withe 
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” without ſome great Incon- 
VENIENCE. 

d. 33». For the ſame reaſon 
alſo it becomes the Duty of 
all thoſe who are promo- 
ted to the Government of 
Churches to make uſe of 
their Power and Authority 
for Edification, and nor for 
Deſtruttion, not enjoining any 
thing that 1s not conincive 
tO Chriſtians, riictr Advances 
ment 1n true ity, nor 13 

uiring any thing as a neceſ- 
ary Condition of External 
Communion, whic': any fo- 
ber Perſon in-his rizht Mind, 
and who is ated by :: !1100s 
and ſincere D«ftre, after Hos . 
tineſs, cannot pcrform with a 

F2 good 
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good Conſcience ; leſt they - 
chance to debar from the ex- 
ternal Communion of their 
Church, thoſe whom Chriſt 
hath honourd with inward 
and Spiritual Communion 
with himſelf, and with the 
Saints, thet 1s, with the 1n- 
viſible Church. And finally, 
conſtraining no Perſons a- 
gainſt their Mind and Con- 
ſcience, to an external Com- 
muntonwith any Church. 

[ & In this Corrolary we may 
behold, as1n a Glaſs, The de- 
plorble State of the Chriſtian 
World at this Day, wherein 
almoſt every Set of Chriſti- 
ans, at leaſt the Ruling Part 


among them, do require the 
Be- 
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Belief and Profeſſion of theit 
pecultar--and: diſtinguiſhing 
De&rines, which are ſome of 
them obſcure, others doubt- 
ful and incertain, and others 
falſe, as a neceſſary Ccnditi- 
on of Communion, ſowing 
by this means the Seeds of 
Diſcord, and Diviſion, and 
Hatred among Chriſtians, 1n- 
ſtead cf that Unity, and 
Love, ana Concord, which 
our Saviour ſo earneſtly re- 
commended to his Diſciples. 
Nor is this all, but they do 
what -inthem lies to force all 
others, by MulQts, Baniſh- 
ments, and Corporal Puniſh» 
ments, to embrace their Com- 
munion, and- to fulfil the 

F $ Cons : 
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Conditions thereof ; and by 
{o doing, inſtead of making 
Men Chriſtians, they only 
make them Hypocrites; of all 
Sinners. the moſt hateful in 
the ſight of God. ] 

6 24. Laſt of all, from: this 
Scheme of Comparative Theo- 
Lie, it does Mlainly appear, 
- that Charch Government 15S. 
ſuch a Mean-of recovering 
the Love of God; as is ne! - 
ther neceſſary, nor ſure and 
infallible, and conſequently, 
that it is not a. Fundamental 
Prixciple, nor an Eſſential 
Member of the Chriſtian Re- 
[1gion ; and that 1n the Body 
thereof, it hold s the Place,not 


of the Heart. or other Vitals, 
| bur 


(99 9 
' but- of the more extream- 
Parts: This 1Sa Matter that 
ought to be well conſidered 
by all Chriſtians, but eſpect- 
ally by. thole among whom 
bitter Envyings, and Strifes,. 
and Contentions are kept up, 
Diſcord and Tumults are raif- 
ed, Animoſities and Hatred 
are exerciſed about particular 
Forms of Church Government 
and Diſcipline, to the great 
Reproach of Chriſtianity , 
the Scandal of the Weak, 
and the woeful Decay, or 
( ſhall I ſay) the utter Ruin 
and Subverſion of true Piety. 
How much better were it, 
and more conducive to the 
Honour of the Chriſtian Re- 
4 ligion,. . 


ligion, to Piety and to Peace, 
that Chriſtians ſhould rather 
exerciſe a mutual Forbearance 
in this Caſe, by allowing e- 
very one freeLiberty to think, 
and ſpeak, and act as they 
pleaſe, in theſe and other 
{uch like Matters that are re- 
mote from-the Center of Re- 
ligion, concerning which, 
{ſincere Lovers of Truth and 
Holineſs may difter in their 
Tudgments, and that without 
any Pprejiidice to mutual Love 
and the Duties of Charity, 
either among ſingle Perſons, 
or among the Societies of 
Chriſtians and Churches. 


The 
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[The Conclufion, 


Wherein the uſe of this Theos 
logie is more particularly 
declared. The Inconvent> 
ency to which they are ex- 
poſed, who are not acquaint< 
ed with it. The Charatter - 
of” one who follows its dire- 


(Hon. The. Epilogue. | 


[| $. Rom all that has been 

: ſaid, the notable uſe 
and neceſſity. of this Compa® 
rative :Theologie does abun- 
dantly appear.; For he who 
does not underſtand the va- 
rious and differing reſpeQs 

F 5 and. . 
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xad relations of the ſeveral 
parts. Or:: Religion among 
themſelves (which this Theo- 
logy teaches ) cannot. but of- 
ten ſtumble and fall, and 
wander in his way: to.eternal 

Life. For either, 
$. Firſt,, he will conſider 
all the Parts of -Religion as 
Equal, and ſtanding upon the 
{ame Level, and ' will ap-. 
ply himſelf to them indiffer- 
ently. without Order or 
Choice, praiſing now- one.- 
Duty, then another, as his. 
Inclinations or Circumſtances. 
{ſhall prompt hum : not unlike. 
to an unskilfal Husbandman, 
that ſhould take much Pains. 
ig Sowing, Digging, Tilling, 
"ov. 
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Harrowing, ec. his Ground, 
without any regard to the-- 
Order or Seaſon that ought to 
be obſerved therein; for as 
this Man would unavoida- 
bly fall ſhort of the hoped 
for Reward of his Labours, 
I mean, of a plentiful Har: 
veſt ; ſo the other would inc 
falibly loſe the Fruit and : 
Reward of a Religious Con- 
verſation, v#z. Regeneration -- 
and Eternal Life. Now TI 
make no doubt-but there are 
many ſuch to be found among 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, 
who conſidering only what is , 
common to all the Parts and - 

Precepts of their Religion, . 
viz The ſtamp of Divine 

Autho-.- 
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Aythority, and not advert» 
ing to the proper and pecu- 
tar Aims of every one of 
them 1n particular, do keepa 
mighty Stir, and are- much 
taken up about Religion: to 
little purpoſe, without mak- 
ing any confiderable Pro. 
oreſs in it ; like the Men of 
Sodom, who being {mitten 
with Blindneſs, wearied them- 
ſelves in vain, to find the 
Door of Lot's - Houſe, and 
ſeem to be pointed out: by 
the Apoſtle under the figure 
of filly Women, who are ever 
learning, and never able to 
come to the ( ſaving and 
PraQtical J* Knowledge of the 
Trath. Or, | 

d. Secondly, 
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d. Secondly, He will prefer - 
the /eſſer and /ighter Matters 
of Religion, to ſuch as be 
greater and more weighty: - 
with which our Saviour up- 
braids the Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, who paid Tythes of 
Mint, Cummin and Aviſe, 
but regleffed the meightier 
things of the Law, Judgment, 
Mercy and Truth. A fault 
whereof the greater part of 
Chriſtians are gwlty, who 
put a greater Value upon a 
right Belief and Perſwaſion 
touching things /e/s neceſſary, 
ſuch as are almoſt all the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Dottrines of e- 
very Sect of Chriſtians, to- 
gether. with ſome Religious 
Rites... 
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Rites and particular Rules: 
and Furms of Church Dil- 
cipline and Government, 
much controverted in theſe 
Times, concerning which, a 
Man may think and act thus, . 
or otherwiſe { provided he 
act not againſt InsConſcience) 
without prejudice to his Sal- 
vation , than they do upon 
Holineſs of Heart aud Life, 
without which, no man ſhall 
ſee God. Heb. 12. 14, being 
leſs ſollicitous for this than 
the other. For - as in-their 
own Practice, they ſtudy 
more to be Orthodox, than to 
be Humble, Charitable, Mor- 
tified to. the World and Self- 
| denied ; 
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denied; fo they do with o-: 


pen Arms receive into their: 
Communion ali t1zt do agree 
with them in Doctrine and 
Worſhip, be their Lives ne- 
ver ſo ſenſual and worldly, . 
but do exclude as Aliens and 
Strangers, all ſuch as differ. 
from them,in theſeMatters,be 
their Lives otherwiſe neyer 
{o harmleſs and holy, ſeeking, - 
rather to gain Diſciples and 
Followers to their own way 
and party, than to Chriſt and. 
his Religion ; who, 1f with 
the Proſelytes of the Scribes .. 
and Phariſees. they- grow not. 
worſe, yet will certainly get- 
little more by their Change, 
than an exchange of Opt. 

nions, . 


( 100 ) 
nions, and of the Modes and t 
Circumſtances of External 
Worſhip. 

d. They do allo. ſplit upon 
this ſame Rock, who, neg- 
lecting. the Capital Vertues 
of. the Chriſtian. Religion, | 
take up their reſt in . the 
means ſubſervient thereunto, 
ſuch as are the Scriptures, 
Sermons, Sacraments, and 
the like C whoſe uſe is to in- 
ſtrut Men -in: the eſſential ' 
Duties of Religion, to ſtir 
them up to, and afliſt them 
in the performance of them ) 
in which we may obſerve 
many to be much employed, 
who dothink that in ſo do- 
ing, they have . reaſonably 

well 


LT INAL 


(101 ) 


'well diſcharged their Duty 
as Chriſtians, tho* they ne- 
ver aſpire after Humiity, the 
Mortification of the Fleſh, the 
rexouncing of the World, and 
the Love of. God and their 
Neighbour, for the ſake of 
which, all.choſe other things 
wherewith they-are ſo much 
taken up, were purely 1n- 
tended and- appointed : not 
a-whw wiſer than one who 
intending a Journey to ſome 
remote Country or City, 
ſhould Fmploy all his Time 
and Care 1n providing and 
viewing of Horſes, Chariots, 
Servants, Proviſions and  0- 
ther Neceſſaries for a Jour- 
ney, and in the mean time, 
never 
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never ſtir a foot from Home, 


to ſet forward on the TJour- 
ney. Or, 

dS. They will Slight and 
Neglect the Inferiour Mini- 
ftring and ſubſervient Parts 
and Duties of Religion, and 
ſeek to come at thoſe of the 
higheſt Rank and Degree 
without them :- with no bet- 
ter Succeſs, than if a Man 
ſhould endeavour to get up 
to the top of a high Tower 
without the help. of the Stairs, 
that lead to-it, by throwing 
out his Arms; ſtraining Ihis 
Body and ſtanding on tip-toe. 
And this fault is but too com- 
mon among Chriſtians, who 


imagine they can attain to 
In- 


+ 
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+ Taternalvertues ofContrition, 


Humility, Contempt of the 
World, Self-dental, the Love 
of God, &c. by. Meditation: 
and thinking only, without 
PraCtiſfing the External- good 
Works that diſpoſe and lead” 
thereunto, and without a- 
voiding the Allurements and 
Temptations to the. contrary 
Vices, fuch as be Riches, 
Honours,Pleaſtres;and theFa- 
miltarity- and.. Friendſhip of 
worldly-minded-Men : acting 
in this with as little Colour- 
of Reaſon, as one, who be- 
ing ſhut up in a dark Priſon 
or plunged in Snow- up to 
the Chin, ſhould expect to 
be enlightned and warmed. 

DY 
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by the mere force of his 


Imagination, without come- 
ing fort! into the bright and 
warm Sun. 

To theſe we may add ſome 
others, who boaſt of inward 
Manifeſtations of the Spirit, 
Commnion wirhGod,Spiritu- 
al Joys,and ſuch like Rewards 
aud Comforts of a pure Heart, 
altho' they have not as yet 
purged /out the old leaven 
of Carnal Luſts,. and Earth- 
ly AﬀeQions, embracing thus 
the Shadow for the Sub. 
ſtance. 

9. On the Contrary, he 
who 1s Acquainted with the 
DoCtrine of this Pure. and 
Peaceable Theologie, and will 

chule 
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chuſe to follow its Dire&ions, 


he conſiders Charity or the 
Love of God, as the: great 
Exd, and the other Darzes 
and Vertues belonging to the 
Chriſtian Religion as the 
Means appointed + for attain- + 


ing thereunto: And accord- 


ingly, he makes ' the firit 
his great Aim and Buſineſs, 
and the reſt heregardeth and 
uleth only in Confideration 
of [their ſabſerviency to this 
firſt, He reads the Scriptures, 
Medirates, hears Sermons, re- 
ceives the ' Sacraments, and 
performs other ſubſervient 
Duties of Religion, not that 
he may reſt in them, but that 
by their means he = 

Ir: 
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'Airred up and helped 'for- 
-ward to the contempt of | 
himſelf and the World, 'and 
to the love of God, and of 
'his Neighbour for God's ſake. 
Knowing that'all the Labour 
that's laid out that way is 
Joſt, "if- it do not Contribute 
'to this End. And as, tho' 
Eating and Drinking are the 
neceſſary Means of Life and 
Health, and yet Men muſt 
not be always Eating and {$ 
Drinking, but muſt allow ſome 
time ſor Digeſtion ; ſo he ob- 
{crves a Mediocrity in Read- 
ing the Scriptures, hearing 
"Sermons, &c. avoiding Exceſs 
therein as hurtful, 


d. There 
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$. There is no help to Pi- 
ety, how mean and contem- 


ptible ſoever it may appear 


which he either contemns in 
his own Practice,or condemns 
in anothers, yet 15 he nct ſo 
much wedded to any Exter- 


-nal Means of Salvation,which 
are not neceſlary, but that 


he can lay them afide, in 
caſe that through long uſe , 
or rather abuſe, they are 
become improfitzble or hurt- 
ful, as was the Brazen Ser- 
pent ; he is neither ſo fond 
nor ſo afraid of any Religi- 
ous Rite or Ceremony, or 
Eccleſiaſtical Cuſtom that is 
Innocent, and being indiffe- 
rent mn itſelf, may be _ 
for 
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for a good End, but he can 

either uſe or abſtain from it as 
the Peace of the Church, 
or the edification of hisNeigh-- 
bour does require herein,imi- 
taing the Apoſtle, who To the 
Jews became as a Jew, that 
he might gain the Jews; to 
them that were under the Law, 
&s under the Law, that he 
might gain them that werc 
ander the Law ; to them who 
were without the Law as with- 
out the Law, that he might 
gain them that were 'without 
Law; to the weak he became 
as weak, that he might gain 
the weak, finally he was made 
all things unto all Men, that he 
might by all means ſave ſome: 
x: Cor. 9g. 20, &c. d. The 
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$6. The Neceſſary Funda- 
mental Truths of Religion, 
he finds to be but few, to 
which he firmly adheres, and 
lays them up carefully in his 
Heart,butis leſs taken up with 
the reſt, concerning which 


he loves not to debate with 


any perſon, well knowing, 
that as few Controverſies 
were ever ended this way, 
ſo the Minds of Men are 
thereby Gdiverted from the 
Study of Holineſs, and Ha- 
tred, Animoſitics, Diviſtons, 
and Perlecutions are begots 
ten and tomented ; and that 
a further Progreſs and Ad- 
vancement- in the faving 
knowledge of the Truth, is : 

G better - 


better attain'd by holy living, 
than by much Diſputing ; 
be maintains an inward ſpi- 
ritual Communion of Love 
and Aﬀection with all that 
truly fear God, and fincerely 
ſeek.. him; however much 
they may differ from him, 
and. among themſelves con 
cerning the Matters of Re- 
ligion that are leſs neceſlary : 
being. ready to entertain ex* 


ternal Communion with 'em, } 


ſo far as the Terms and Con- 
ditions of externalCommuni- 
on which they require, will 
allow, and ſo far as they do 
not obſtruct the Love of God, 
and the- Mortifying of our 
 eorrupt Nature: but care- 
| fully 
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fully avoids the Company and-#? 
Familiarity of all wicked and 
worldly-minded Men, as .. 
hurtful and centagious, altho” * 
they agree with him in the 
Profefſlion of the ſame Do- 
Etrine and outward-- Wor. 
ſhip. ] 

- 35. Theſe inferences... 
ought to. have been treated - 
with -more accuracy and af - 
greater length, but the ſhort- 
4 neſs of the time allotted for - 
this Exerciſe, hath obliged 
me -to-abridge them, and ft- - 
lently to paſs over- others of 
ſome. conſequence.- Belides, 
I'm afraid my Hearers may 
already - be weary of this 
Diſcourſe, which the great 
G 2 varlee... 


4 % : 


—_— th | >” 6 ws h TET_—_ bend _ 


LINAL 


Heads of it to you, my dc ar 
Fellow Students, to be fur- 


ther digeſted, amplified and 


enlarged by- you, in - your 


more \ retird Thoughts and 


private Meditations : And to 
the Father of Lights, to be 
by Him. plentifully watered 


-with the Blefling of Heaven. 


To- the All-Gogd, -All- 


Wiſe, and All- -Mighty Lord | 


- to its. narrow hounds hath 
| ini more profitable than | 
© pleaſant. And therefore I 
thall- here. put a ſtop to it, 
heartily. recommending the 


—— ———— nm a. at. 
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our God, Father, Son, and | 


and Holy Spirit, be Praiſs [. 
:and Glory for ever. Amen... 


